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A HALF-DAY SYMPOSIUM

Rm 7-0042, Thunbergsvägen 3H, Engelska parken

A revolution in the novel, James Joyce’s (1922) continues to provoke and 
inspire readers almost a hundred years after its publication. In this half-day 
symposium, four Modernism specialists will explore the particular importance of 
media and mediation for arguably the most influential literary work of the twentieth 
century. All welcome! 

For more information, contact Stephen Donovan (stephen.donovan@engelska.uu.se) 
or Irina Rasmussen Goloubeva (irina.goloubeva@engelish.su.se).

13.00 Welcome

13.15 Joyce’s Velocities: Futurism and Speed in 

14.00 and the Dangers of Fashion

14.45 Coffee break

15.15 A Night at the Brothel: and Investigative Journalism

16.00 Reading by Ear

16.45 Closing remarks

17.00 Symposium ends

The symposium is jointly organized by the Departments of English at Uppsala 
University and Stockholm University, with the support of LILAe, the Research 
Network in Literary Studies at the Faculty of Languages, Uppsala University.
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SPEAKERS

STEPHEN DONOVAN is a lecturer in English literature at 
Uppsala University. He is the author of 

 (2005), 
 (2013), and articles and book chapters 

on Conrad, Joyce, periodicals history, and early-twentieth-
century empire writing. He is currently co-editing a volume 
on the impact of the Congo Free State on European culture 
and letters.

IRINA RASMUSSEN GOLOUBEVA is a lecturer in 
English literature at Stockholm University. Her articles on 
modernism have appeared in , 

, and . She has 
recently completed the manuscript of a book exploring the 
alignment between Ireland’s historical imagination and 
Joyce’s avant-garde poetics. Her current book project 
examines experimental modernism’s valorization of 
“hardness.”

MARIUS HENTEA is Associate Professor of English 
Literature at the University of Gothenburg. He is the author 
of (2014) and 

(2014). He is currently working on a Swedish 
Research Council-funded project on treason and authorship 
in post-war Europe.

MATTHEW RUBERY is Professor of Modern Literature at 
Queen Mary University of London. He is the author of

(2009), editor of
(2011), and co-editor of

(2012). 
He also co-curated an exhibition titled “How We Read: A 
Sensory History of Books for Blind People”
(howweread.co.uk). His latest book is 

 (2016).

Joseph Conrad and 
Popular Culture Speculative Fiction and 
Imperialism in Africa

James Joyce Broadsheet
James Joyce Quarterly Modernism/modernity

Henry Green at the Limits of Modernism TaTa 
Dada: The Real Life and Celestial Adventures of Tristan 
Tzara 

The 
Novelty of Newspapers: Victorian Fiction after the Invention 
of the News Audiobooks, Literature, and 
Sound Studies Secret Commissions: 
An Anthology of Victorian Investigative Journalism

The Untold Story of 
the Talking Book



ABSTRACTS

“Joyce’s Velocities: Futurism and Speed in ” (Marius Hentea)

One of the few historical inaccuracies in  involves Bloom being temporarily blinded 
by the sun reflecting of a car windshield – there were no cars in Dublin in 1904. The lack of 
automobiles in Dublin at this point in time seems to corroborate Joyce’s complaint that 
Ireland was a nation defined by immobility, “the centre of paralysis”. For its part, as a 
novel seems to demand a commensurate slowness in how it is read. As the novel of modernity 

, how does negotiate the velocities of speed? By closely reading
selected episodes of , this paper will consider the novel’s relationship to the modernity 
of speed and to Italian Futurism, which celebrated speed in daily life but also in language.

“ and the Dangers of Fashion” (Irina Rasmussen Goloubeva)

This paper explores intersections between Walter Benjamin’s and James Joyce’s 
understanding of modernity’s pursuit of “the sensation of newness” (Paul Valery) as its most 
“perishable” commodity. Walter Benjamin’s extensive entry on “Fashion” in his 

 (1940) and James Joyce’s “Nausicaa” episode of  capture changes in the social 
dynamics and the “qualitative content of life” in sublimation of fashion’s erotic stimulation. 
What is the function of fashion advertising and its desirable wish-images, or imaginings, in 
Joyce and Benjamin and what does their treatment of fashion tell us about the modernist 
imaginary?

“A Night in a Brothel: and Investigative Journalism” (Stephen Donovan)

Among ’s many “firsts” was its eye-popping description of the inside of a Dublin 
brothel. Because they are rendered in the form of a surreal playscript, Stephen Dedalus’s and 
Bloom’s hallucinatory experiences in the “Circe” episode would seem to be more closely 
aligned with the theatre or pornography than the modern newspaper press. And yet, this paper 
will argue, Joyce’s scandalous tour of Bella Cohen’s establishment should be understood as 
having been inspired by a longstanding cross-fertilization between the English novel and 
investigative journalism, and, specifically, one of its most sensational coups: James 
Greenwood’s exposé of conditions for the homeless in his landmark article “A Night in the 
Workhouse” for the in 1866.

“Reading Ulysses by Ear” (Matthew Rubery)

The advent of talking book libraries meant that, for the first time in history, the majority of 
blind people could choose for themselves what to read and when to read, a luxury taken for 
granted by most other readers. It would nevertheless take another forty-five years for the 
United States Library of Congress to make its first recording of , a text to that point 
considered either too daunting or too transgressive for sound recording. For blind people, 
1967, not 1922, was modernism’s annus mirabilis. Even then, doubts remained about whether 
a modernist text famed for its inaccessibility could be made accessible without in some way 
compromising its identity—whether  read aloud was still . In taking up the 
issue of whether Joyce’s text can be read with the ears, this presentation will consider what 
difference it makes to listen to one of the modernist era’s most formally experimental 
narratives.
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